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Sacramental Days In Scotland — 


“These have been solemn and sealing days, yea, Days of Heaven to 
many. At such occasions many have had their trysts and Bethel meet- 
ings with God which they will never forget. O let us all then beware 
of formality creeping in among us in our preparation for and partaking 
of this solemn Ordinance: for then God will withdraw Himself from 
our assemblies, and our solemn feasts will be melancholy and heartless. 


“How sad will our case be if communicants and professors of religion 
turn easy about this matter and be satisfied with the shadow without 
the substance, with pure ordinances and sacraments without Christ’s 
Presence in them: with Communion days without Communion with 
Christ the Master of the Feast. 


“O communicants, however frequently you approach to the Lord’s 
Table, yet still make conscience of secret, serious and solemn preparation 
for it, press always for a token of Christ’s Love at the Table. There is 
nothing so supporting to poor believers in this wilderness, yea and when 
under the greatest trials and difficulties than the believing views they 
have sometimes got of a well ordered Covenant of Grace made over 
and sealed to them by this Sacrament. These have been the cordials of 
many when they were stepping in over the threshold of eternity.” 


Willison of DUNDEE (1680-1750) 
From his “Sacramental Catechism” 
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This is a most important issue of the 
JOURNAL, for “. . . the greatest of 
these is Love.”’ It is important because 
herein we try to describe and clarify 
some of the current viewpoints anent 
the Christian doctrine of Love. 








“Name Withheld,’ in the Mailbag 
this week, is a retired college professor. 
His perceptive letter vocalizes what 
many of us have been thinking: not 
only that Love is today being thought 
of differently, but that many people 
whose religious views differ from ours 
recognize that their theology requires 
of them a different interpretation of 
Love and a change in the order given 
in I Cor. 13. We hope you will read 
his letter and the rest of this issue of 
the JOURNAL carefully. 






























What we mean, above, is partly illu- 
strated by an article in the Sept. 29 
issue of LOOK Magazine. Entitled 
“California’s Offbeat Religions,” the 
article describes “fone of the more in- 
teresting cf these philosophic-religious 
groups,” the “Wisdom, Knowledge, 
Faith, Love, Fountain of the World’’. 
“Fountain members,” says LOOK, “be- 
lieve love is the strongest force on earth, 
greet all strangers thus: ‘We love 
you.’ ” 


But love, as an emotion, is not uni- 
versally regarded as the strongest force 
on earth. Doctors Sylvanus and Evelyn 
Duvall, in THIS WEEK magazine, an- 
swered a question, “Is love stronger 
than hate?” as follows: “No, unfor- 
tunately. The prominent educator, Ev- 
erett D. Martin, feels that hate is 
stronger. Certainly Hitler rose to pow- 
er mainly by an appeal to hate. In 
America, politicians get further if they 
have someone or something to hate.” 


Christianity, of course, does not be- 
lieve in the power of love, as an emo- 
tion. We believe in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. George H. Kirker, of Ray- 
mond, Miss., reminds us that Augustine, 
Bishop of Hippo and probably the great- 
est theologian after Paul, when asked 
what was the distinctive mark of the 
Christian replied, “humility.” He added 
that as often as he was asked, he would 
again reply “humility.” Too, our Con- 
fession refers to the Lord’s Incarnation 
as His “estate of humiliation.” 
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CONGO — On Nov. 2 there will be 
a Called Meeting of Synod, at which 
time the Mission will take the necessary 
steps to launch the Congo Church on 
its own. At this meeting it is antici- 
pated that veto power over the Congo 
Church Synod will be renounced; that 
funds given for the evangelistic work 
in the Congo will be turned over to 
their Central Treasury; that arrange- 
ments will be made to give the Church 
“Personalite Civile’, or civil status. A 
name will also be selected, probably 
“The Church of Christ in the Congo”, 
Synod of the Kasai. Pray for this 
young Church. 

—Mrs. Winifred Kellersberger Vass 

Here is another fine example of 
U. S. missions policy, 
which encourages independence on the 
part of native churches, while retain- 
ing “home” control over the actual mis- 
sionary work and resources—Ed. 


Presbyterian, 





ZITACUARO, Mexico — The student 
home for girls, “Leona Vicario”, is dedi- 
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KOREAN CHURCH SPLITS OVER MISSIONS POLICY 


A proposal to make the UPUSA Mis- 
sion work an integral part of the Na- 
tional Church has seriously divided the 
Korean Presbyterian Church. The pro- 
posal, in line with the Northern 
Church’s new “fraternal worker” pol- 
icy, would have had the effect of plac- 
ing American personnel and resources 
under the control of the native Church. 


TAEJON, Korea (RNS) — Last min- 
ute cancellation of plans to dissolve the 
75-year-old Korea Mission of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.,, 
and integrate it with the Presbyterian 
Church in Korea was announced here 
by a three-man United Presbyterian 
deputation at stormy sessions of the 44th 
General Assembly of the Korean 
Church. 


“Mutual confidence is essential to 
the complete relationship which in- 
tegration implies,” said a statement by 
the deputation to the Rev. Chin Hyun 
Lo, retiring Moderator of the Assem- 
bly. But, it pointed out, the action of 
a large number of the Korean presby- 
teries in refusing to recognize the name 
“United Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A.”, adopted in the 1958 merger 
of two American denominations, “raises 
a question of the confidence of the 
Presbyterian Church in Korea” in the 
new U. S. group. 


Dispute over the name change stems 
from a petition by a large minority 
faction in the Korea Church made to 
the Assembly to withdraw from the 
World Council of Churches. The fac- 
tion has opposed recognition of the new 
name on the grounds that the word 
“United” implies recognition of the 
ecumenical movement. 


(Continued on Page 4) 





cated by members of three Mexican 
Presbyteries as construction begins. 
The cornerstone is inscribed “Light and 
Truth”. It is being built with funds 
from the 1957 Birthday Offering of 
the Women of the Church. In the left 
foreground is Dr. Benjamin Alvarez, 
Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico, and pastor in Zi- 
tacuaro, site of the student home. Dr. 
Alvarez will be remembered by com- 
missioners and visitors to the 99th Gen- 
eral Assembly who heard: him’ speak 
there. 





Capital Punishment Supported 


WASHINGTON — A United Presby- 
terian synod official rises to the de- 
fense of capital punishment in the Oc- 
tober 12 issue of Christianity today. 


“There is a good reason for saying 
that opposition to capital punishment 
is not for the common good but sides 
with evil,” says Dr. Jacob J. Vallenga, 
Associate Executive of the Synod of 
Illinois, United Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A. 


Vallenga cites both Old and New 
Testament passages in support of his 
views. 


“The argument that capital punish- 
ment rules out the possibility of re- 
pentance for crime is unrealistic,” he 
said. “If a wanton killer does not re- 
pent when the sentence of death is up- 
on him, he certainly will not repent 
if he has 20 to 30 years of life im- 
prisonment ahead of him.” 


Vallenga added, “It is significant 
that when Jesus voluntarily went the 
way of the Cross He chose the capital 
punishment of His day as His instru- 
ment to save the world. And when He 
gave redemption to the repentant thief 
He did not save him from capital pun- 
ishment but gave him Paradise instead 
which was far better.” 





Nasser Aids U. S. Moslems 


CAIRO, Egypt (EP) — A Michigan 
sheriff and an Ohio restaurant owner 
have returned from a visit to Egypt 
with a $50,000 donation from President 
Gamal Abdel Nasser for a new Islamic 
center in Detroit. The men are James 
Kalil, Detroit, and Casim Olwan of 
Toledo. 

In addition, the fund-raising tourists 
were promised by the United Arab Re- 
public that within 30 days four Arab 
imams (religious leaders) will be sent 
to the U. S. to instruct and lead Ameri- 
can Moslems in their prayers. 

Kalil and Olwan, in a two-hour inter- 
view with Nasser, told the Egyptian 
leader that Moslems were to be found 
in 39 states of the U. S. and in five 
provinces of Canada, totalling 80,000 
worshippers of Mohammed. 











KOREA—Cont. from Page 3 


The minority group, which calls itself 
the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals party (not affiliated with the NAE 
in the U. S.), split the Korean Church’s 
44th General Assembly after three days 
of delaying action which prevented even 
the election of an Assembly moderator. 
The NAE delegates were estimated at 
120, compared with 150 for the ma- 
jority group, called the Ecumenical 
party by their rivals. 


Unwilling to accept defeat on the 
first key vote of the Assembly which 
seated an opposing presbytery delega- 
tion, the minority adjourned to meet 
again Nov. 24. The majority group 
called for a count of the voice vote on 
adjournment. When this was refused 
by the retiring moderator, Mr. Chin, 
the NAE half walked out, taking with 
them all officers of the former 43rd 
Assembly except the treasurer. 





Plea for Typhoon Relief Issued 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — A plea for 
clothing collections to be sent to Church 
World Service centers for the relief of 
typhoon victims in Japan was issued 
here by the Board of World Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. de- 
partment of Overseas Relief. 


Responding to a communication from 
the field which described the devasta- 
tion caused by Typhoon Vera which 
struck Central Japan Sept. 26, the Rev. 
Paul B. Freeland, Secretary of Over- 
seas Relgef and Inter-Church Aid urged 
all churches to make clothing collec- 
tions for the more than one million 
victims. ‘Reports are still incomplete,” 
said Mr. Freeland, “but included in the 
aid already given are 17,000 
of CWC commodities flown 
charge by Northwest Airlines to the 
Nagoya area, and $15,000 cabled from 
CWS offices in New York. Much more 
is needed.” 


pounds 


It is reported that over 4,000 per- 
sons are dead or missing and over 8,000 


injured in Nagoya alone. A large sec- 


without — 


rolled along, Dr. Billy Graham revealed 
his 1960 schedule. 


The famed evangelist will launch the 
new year with a three-month African 
tour beginning in January and taking 
him to Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, the 
French Cameroons, Northern Rhodesia, 
Southern Rhodesia, Kenya, Uganda, 
Tanganyika, Ruanda-Urundi, Ethiopia 
and possibly Cairo, Egypt. 


Two new short crusades, marking af 
new concept in Graham’s evangelism 
appear on the 1960 agenda. In June, he} 


is scheduled to conduct a one-week 
effort in Washington, D. C. In Novem- 
ber, he is slated to hold a one-week cru- 
sade among Spanish-speaking people in 
New York. 

(Dr. Graham has one more Crusade 
slated for 1959 — in Indianapolis, Ind. 
Oct. 6 - Nov. 1). 





WOMEN’S BUILDING NEARING COMPLETION 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Rapidly near- 
ing completion on the site of the old 
Winsborough Building is the new Wom- 
en’s Building, being erected under the 
guidance of a committee composed of 
Mrs. W. Rex Josey, Mrs. Samuel S. 
Wiley and Dr. Belmer H. Kelly. 


Constructed of brick and concrete in 
a one-story modern design, the new 
building will have a literature room, 
conference room, Board office, kitch- 
enette, rest rooms and a large pavilion 
with open fireplace. The cost of con- 
struction is being borne by thousands 
of women, through individual donations, 
many of which have been made in honor 
of or in memory of loved ones or 
friends. 


The original Women’s Building was 
erected to answer the need for a sum- 
mer headquarters for the Auxiliary 
(now Women of the Church) as well 


tion of the southern part of the city ae 


is still under water, as the sea wall 
was destroyed and the area is below 


sea level. The pastors of the city have & 


done what they could to take relief 
goods wherever needed. Providentially, 
all of our missionary families are safe. 





Graham Announces °60 Schedule 


WHEATON, Ill. (EP) — As his 8- 
day crusade at Wheaton (Ill.) College 


¢ : ho 


STUART A. PE? N, 


- 
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as a place for annual meetings of the 
Women’s Advisory Council. This need 
was first voiced in an article entitled 
“Why Not a Woman’s Pavilion at Mon- 
treat?’”’ which appeared in the Mission- 
ary Survey, Nov. 1912, written by Mrs. 
Alma Sydenstricker. The building itself, 
costing fourteen hundred dollars, was 


named for the first “Secretary” of 
Women’s Work, Hallie Paxon Wins- 
borough. 


Hundreds of women throughout the 
church recall the Vesper services held 
on the Winsborough porch. Thrilling 
messages have been spoken by our mis- 
sionaries there. Many official meetings 
took place there. Youth groups used 
the building. And, in recent years, 
hundreds flocked there to hear Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell’s Sunday School lessons. 
The new building will afford even 
greater opportunities of service. 





rchitect, Morganton, N. C. 
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It is at the point of genuine Chris- 
tian love that the witness of so many 
believers breaks down. Someone has 
truly said: “It is easier to convert a 
sinner than to change a man’s disposi- 
tion’. By this it is meant that many 
Christians who are true believers, never- 
theless fail in the process of growth 
in grace and in likeness to the One 
who has saved them. Consequently, 
they continue to exhibit for all to see 
many weaknesses of the flesh, one of 
the most prominent being a lack of 
Christian love. 


When the unregenerate world speaks 
of “love,” it is speaking of something 
entirely different. The love portrayed 
in literature and art is of the flesh, 
but the love of Christ, shed abroad 
in the hearts of believers and exhibited 
through acts of consideration and kind- 
ness to our fellowmen, is a spiritual 
thing. It is a quality of life which is 
possible only to those who first have 
surrendered their hearts to the in-fill- 
ing by and out-flowing of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Contrasted with Christian love, there 
is a counterfeit love in the world, a 
“Satanic sweetness” which the world 
applauds and which earns for those who 
exhibit it the praise of men. Christian 
love, on the other hand, is self-effacing, 
its end being to glorify God. 


This love is a fruit of the indwelling 
Holy Spirit. It can come from no other 
source and its objects are led to see 
in it God and not man. 


But this love of which we write does 
not develop spontaneously in human ex- 
perience. It comes through a process of 
spiritual growth, easier for some than 
for others, more slowly in some than 
in others. But God expects it of all 
His children. It is the badge of a 
Christian, the external sign of the in- 
dwelling Spirit. 


In the 13th chapter of First Corin- 
thians, Paul leaves no doubt as to what 
Christian love really is. No man can 


Love 


L. NELSON BELL, M.D. 


read these qualities of heart and life 
by which love is exhibited to the world 
without being convicted of how far he 
falls short of God’s ideal for His own. 


How often we lose patience when 
love should have restrained us! 


How often we fail to be constructive 
when provoked! That glimmer of good; 
that smouldering flax in the heart of 
the one we meet casually in some so- 
cial contact — do we not often quench 
it through failure to love them? 


Envy of the good fortune of others 
rises spontaneously in the human heart. 
Only that love which comes down from 
above can enable us to always rejoice 
in the good fortune of a friend or 
neighbor. 


Conceit is an attribute of the unre- 
generate heart. But how many Chris- 
tians let pride come between them and 
an effective witness to others. Pride 
lowers us in the opinion of others but 
its effect on the Christian is devastat- 
ing. It places us in opposition to God. 
Love is the very antithesis of pride 
for it transfers the concern of the in- 
dividual from self to others. 


Christian love produces good man- 
ners. How frequently Christians give 
offense at this point; exhibiting a lack 
of courtesy and consideration for the 
feelings of others. This becomes a re- 
flection on the Name we bear. Love 
enables one to have a proper sense of 
values, of the propriety of things and 
of the sensibilities of others. It en- 
ables us to see, not only ourselves but 
all things, “as ithers see’’. 


Love helps deliver us from being 
over-sensitive to the slights and rude- 
ness of others. Rather than arousing 
resentment, these things produce a re- 
flex attitude of compassion and pity. 
“A soft answer turneth away wrath” 
was true thousands of years ago; it is 
true today. It comes naturally in love. 
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It is not easy to think the best of 
others, but love makes even that pos- 
sible, so that in the life of Grace the 
Words of our Lord take on new meaning: 
“Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despite- 
fully use you, and persecute you” 
(Matt. 5:44). 


Love will be ashamed of evil, not 
gloat over it. In the theological ex- 
change, it will rejoice whenever and 
wherever Truth is preached, regardless 
of the one preaching. It will not rush 
publicly to expose error that can be 
corrected in secret. 


At the same time, Christian love will 
deal with error wherever necessary to 
protect the body of Christ. The con- 
doning of error has no place in the 
practice of Christian love, however 
much love may dictate the way error 
is handled. 


The Apostle Paul speaks of the tril- 
ogy of faith, hope and love. He tells 
us that love is the greatest of the three. 
But he makes plain that these abiding 
qualities of Christian experience occur 
in a sequence and in a relationship 
which cannot be violated, for the first 
is faith. 


Christian love can exist only in the 
hearts of those who are Christians. We 
become Christians through meeting, by 
faith, Jesus Christ our Lord, the eternal 
Son of God. This experience-producing 
faith is the fountain from which love 
springs, the foundation on which it 
rests. 


It is because of faith that we exper- 
ience the glorious hope of the Christian. 
It is through faith, and the hope which 
proceeds from it, that the love of 
Christ flows out to those around us. 
A loveless Christian, in the final analy- 
sis, is a confusion of terms, for love is 
the necessary outward expression of in- 
ward faith and hope. 











THE GREAT IMITATOR 


God produces a Christian. The devil 
imitates him with a “good” man of 
the world who may and often does 
outdo the Christian in charitable and 
humane works. But don’t be fooled. 
The devil’s purpose in this, of course, 
is to try to show that a man need not 
do good works “in Jesus’ name and 
for His sake” but rather in the “name 
of humanity’. Works of this kind are 
meaningless and futile and cannot save 
a man, as we are plainly and repeated- 
ly told. “Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build 
it.” Psalm 127:1. 


God sent Christ to earth and through 
Him produced the only true religion — 
Christianity; but the devil, seeing how 
Christianity changes the lives of men 
and makes saints out of savages, pro- 
duces a multiplicity of imitation re- 
ligions. Some of them are clever imi- 
tations. They use the word “Christian” 
and merely change a few of the funda- 
mental principles and have a high moral 
foundation. But they cannot stand the 
acid test, “where do they place Jesus?” 
So the four-square Gospel outlasts them 
all. 


And so it goes, with the devil, al- 
ways ready with an imitation or a sub- 
stitute for everlasting good which our 
Lord has given us, but only the unwary 
are fooled. Only those who, through 
carelessness, laziness, or crass indiffer- 
ence, are unfamiliar with the Word of 
God, as written for us in His Book, 
the Bible, can be “taken in” by these 
subterfuges of our terrible adversary. 


Ignorance of the Bible, then, is our 
enemy, and we are contributing to our 
own downfall by permitting ourselves 
to remain in spiritual darkness. 


—Roy LeCraw 





“The cult of love, when uninformed 
by the definitive work of the Holy 
Spirit, can easily follow blind moral 
paths. It might become a cult of free 
love. Or, as in the case of certain 
modern movements, it may become a 
cult of pacifism or of patriotic subver- 
sion in the name of love; or it may be- 
come a cult of socialism and the wel- 
fare state, in the name of Christianity. 
But love has meaning only in the con- 
text of faith and the Sovereign Will 
of God, which exercises judgment in 
righteousness as a part of mercy.” 


—Carl F. H. Henry 
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WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW DOES HURT YOU! 


“What you don’t know doesn’t 
hurt you,” is the old saying. But is 
it really true? 


If you didn’t know the alphabet, it 
would hurt you. You couldn’t read 
this tract, you couldn’t enjoy the 
newspaper, the magazine or the great 
works of Shakespeare or Dickins. 
And if you read “aspirin” instead 
of “arsenic” on a label, it could 
prove fatal. Ignorance is not bliss! 


If you don’t know the correct 
highway to take to your destination, 
if you don’t know how to read a 
road map, you can waste gas, hours, 
and much-needed patience. 


Life verifies that what you don’t 
know does hurt you! And life also 
proves that whom you don’t know 
does hurt you too. 


If you don’t know a banker, how 
can you get a loan? 


If you don’t know any friends 
around your age, how can you find 
the one of your dreams? 


Yes, whom you don’t know does 
hurt your chances of living happily 
and successfully. 


Now let me ask you, friend: do 
you know Jesus Christ as your per- 
sonal Saviour? Do you believe that 
knowing Jesus makes life happy, or 
do you feel that your life is com- 
plete without Him? I know I’m 
asking a very personal question, but 
after all, it’s only a personal realiza- 
tion that can bring you to a personal 
salvation. 


If you don’t know Jesus in a 
heart-felt way, you are the loser for 
time and eternity. Why? Because 
without Jesus, you can’t have — 

LIFE — real life. The Bible says, 
“He that hath the Son hath life; and 
he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life” (I John 5:12). Re- 
member, life without Christ is a liv- 
ing death. 


PEACE — personal peace. 
peace give I unto you,” 
(John 14:27). 
peace? 


“My 
said Jesus 
Do you have inward 


JOY — lasting joy. “Hitherto have 
ye asked nothing in my name: 
ask, and ye shall receive, that your 
joy may be full” (John 16:24). Do 
you have that joy that lasts? 


Have you wondered if life was 
worth living? Have you wanted real 
life, personal peace, and lasting joy; 
but they seemed like a mirage on 
the horizon of your life? Well, now 
you know why. You didn’t have the 
only One who is life, peace and joy 
personified Jesus Christ. And 
the lack of that life-transforming 
knowledge has hurt you mentally 
and spiritually. Whom you didn’t 
know did hurt you! 


But here’s Good News. You can 
know this wonderful Friend and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, right now! 


Here’s how: 


1. BELIEVE. “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved” (Acts 16:31). 


2. RECEIVE. “As many as re- 
ceived Him, to them gave He power 
to become the sons of God, even to 
them that His 
(John 1:12). 


believe on name 


In real sincerity, have you be- 
lieved Jesus, received Jesus into your 
life? Good. Now you will discover 
that what you’ve always wanted is 
all found in Him whom you've al- 
ways needed, the Lord Jesus. 


The Apostle Paul said, “For I 
know whom I have believed and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto 
Him against that day” (II Timothy 
1:12). 


What you don’t know does hurt 
you, but Whom you can know will 
help you for time and eternity! 


Do you know Jesus? 


—Nathanael Olson 
Adapted from a tract 
by the American 
Tract Society. 
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THE SERMON- 


Love, What Is It? 


“Love so amazing, so divine, de- 


mands my life, my soul, my all.” 


We stare in silent wonder before so 
vast and arresting a fact as that of di- 
vine-human experience. “Be still and 
know,” what love actually is, woven 
into the fabric of desperately needy 
lives, such as ours. Let us pause and 
restrain our feverish fretfulness that 
the great God of all the earth may un- 
veil Himself and His love before our 
wondering eyes. May we see no one 
save Jesus our Lord and listen to what 
He says, only. Oh, may we pray for 
eager ears and hungry hearts that we 
may take in and absorb the finest, 
the noblest, the best that God has to 
offer. May we catch a faint glimpse 
of what it is to be with Him who came 
in the long ago and who likewise 
comes in the here and now to whisper 
to our hearts the depths of His inner- 
most-self. 


Listen to the awesome, the au- 
thoritative, the assuring Word of the liv- 
ing God, spoken through John the be- 
loved disciple: “See what marvellous 
love the Father has given us that we 
should be called the children of God; 
and so we are” (I John 3:1). What an 
expression of awe and of wonder at 
that which God has provided! 


There are at least three ways the 
Word of God unfolds this love to our 


R. W. Cousar, Th.D., D.D. 


I.—Love Announced; 


III.—Love Ap- 


faltering gaze: 
IIl.—Love Accepted; 
plied. 


I.—LOVE ANNOUNCED 


God has a way of making knowledge 
very personal. Words are_ usually 
wooden. The test tube is ridiculous. 
Science chills our bones. We must see 
a face, a real human, a God on earth, 
love in action—God in the person of 
Jesus of Nazareth. The Gospel writers 
tell us that He went about doing good. 
The world has never witnessed such 
sublime unselfishness, such complete 
self-abnegation, such true lowliness and 
such unalloyed He who was 
mightier than all the Caesars combined, 
could have put down all their boasted 
legions with a turn of His little finger, 
yet He told of a happy life of humility, 
heart-hunger, and holy living. He spoke 
of freedom from anxiety and from all 
the fearsome foes that frustrate man- 
kind. 


love. 


What Did Love Do? 


What was Jesus doing? A man of 
flesh and blood, He was never missing 
an opportunity to lift burdens, loose 
prisoners and love the loveless. Dirty 
beggars commanded His imperial atten- 
tion, as well as wee helpless babes. A 
poor, careless young girl, detected in 
the gross sin of adultery, was treated as 
gently as by a father: He said, “Neither 


do I condem thee; go and sin no more.” 

We could go on and on reciting the 
matchless stories of His unparalleled 
and magnanimous life. It is a love in 
real depth and exquisite color, acted 
out before the very eyes of men—this 
moving, courageous figure of the Son 
of God, the Man of Galilee. It was love 
in action, in a big way, wrapped up in 
human flesh, come to relieve mortal ills. 


Love Conquering 


But now we come face to face with 
the most moving of all earth’s dramas. 
We call it a tragedy and so it was. Men 
have vainly described it, but God’s 
Word tells us its deeper meaning and 
of how men’s sins were put away. Yet, 
in spite of this, no human fully under- 
stands what actually happened. “God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
Himself.” In some very mysterious and 
yet divinely courageous way, He took 
our place upon that cross. He bore our 
sins, He carried our sorrows. 


In that dark, titanic struggle, only 
divinely understood, He overthrew the 
powers of evil. “Now is the judgment 
of this world, now is the prince of this 
world cast out.” “Be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world.” 


II—LOVE ACCEPTED 


God’s Love, with all its warm offers 
of forgiveness and life must be accept- 
ed before the two-fold circle is com- 
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pleted, between Himself and man. Our 
salvation, however, was surely accom- 
plished, long before we accepted it. This 
is the main theme in the missionary’s 
portfolio. He can truthfully say, ‘“ God 
has provided for you, already, dear 
friend, a love, that you dare not resist. 
It is already shining upon you now, why 
not accept it?” We are reminded in- 
stantly of John’s statement of the prop- 
er order, “We love Him because He 
first loved us.” 


Love Found Through Faith Alone 


By grace, through faith alone, we 
love our God and know His salvation. 
“Old words’, you say, but how could 
they be improved upon? We hear the 
story of a God who stoops to share the 
very best that He has. He beams upon 
men the gracious influences of His 
wondrous Spirit, until in some strange 
way, they see their wretchedness and 
their deep need and let His love come in. 


Love Brings Dignity and Serenity 


“Love”, says Paul, “is the sign of 
maturity.” Life in Christ takes on a 
new serenity and a calm dignity. Each 
day breathes with fresh purpose and 
vibrant hope. Our little failures He will 
freely forgive. God declares that He 
is so interested in the tiny threads of 
our little affairs, that He will weave 
them all into something exquisite and 
rare. Horace Bushnell put it so well 
when he said, “The simple thought of a 
life which is to be the unfolding of a 
Divine plan is too beautifully captivat- 
ing, to suffer one indifferent or heedless 
moment. Living in this manner, every 
turn of your experience will be a dis- 
covery to you of God, every change a 
token of His Fatherly counsel.” 

With God’s love surrounding us, 
things look different. When I was a 
tiny lad, one night after going to bed, 
some noise, real or imaginary, fright- 
ened me. What I did was to crawl out 
of bed, unannounced, and crawl in bed 
with my dad. Only once in my life can 
I remember anything like it. The sense 
of complete calm and utter security was 
literally indescribable. A half century 
or more has passed since that night, 
but never will the memory of that com- 
plete calmness fade away. In Romans 


8, Paul unfolds to us the supernatural 
beauty of the love of Christ. Amidst 
all of life’s crashing and changing 
scenes, it supports, sustains and soothes 
until the silent dawn comes and the 
Day-Star arises in our hearts. 


III—LOVE APPLIED 


Love is compassionate. It reaches out 
to others. Somehow three, and not just 
two, must be included in the divine 
circle of love — God, my neighbor and 
I. In the strange mechanism of human 
experience, love never really gets off 
the ground until it commences its out- 
flow to others. William Booth would 
have been somebody else, entirely, had 
he not poured forth, in prodigal fashion, 
the love of God upon the festering 
sores of London’s East End. Yes, he 
would have been a shrivelled nobody, 
had this love been hoarded in his breast 
rather than given away to those who 
needed it. 

Love Moves Us 


Love is dynamic. She impels her 
thousands of missionaries to cross vast 
oceans, wide steaming jungles and 
climb the highest mountains to tell of 
the Love of God. No threats to health, 
life or limb can daunt these “Great 
Hearts” in their tireless efforts to lift 
their stumbling fellow-men to their feet 
again and start them on the way to God. 
Paul dies in Rome, James Chalmers 
dies in New Guinea, but both are ani- 
mated by the same love that passes 
knowledge. 

Love Is Exciting 

God’s love is vastly more exciting 
than any human love. 

Two missionaries went to a village 
in Korea where the love of God had 
never been heard of before. When 
word got around about these foreigners, 
the whole population turned out. In- 
terest was intense and all remained un- 
til a very late hour. Finally the meet- 
ing was closed and the tired mission- 
aries were shown to an adjoining room 
where they expected to sleep. Much 
to their disappointment, they couldn’t 
go to sleep. The people hung around 
and their voices were heard for hours 
and hours. About two in the morning, 
the missionaries got up and dressed. 


They went into the next room and 
kindly advised everybody that they 
were tired and please to go to bed. 
They would talk more of God the next 
day. 

The head man of the village arose 
and made this reply: “How can we 
sleep? You have told us the Supreme 
Power is not an evil Spirit trying to 
injure us, but a loving God Who gave 
His only begotten Son for our salva- 
tion. How can we sleep after a message 
like this?” 

So the missionaries talked until day- 
break telling them yet more of the 
exciting love of God. And many found 
peace. 


“But what to those who find? 
Ah this, 

Nor tongue, nor pen can show: 

The love of Jesus what it is 

None but His loved ones know.” 

* * * * 

Dr. Cousar is now pastor of the 

Ernest Myatt Church of Raleigh, N. C. 
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EDITORIAL 


by the Russians is probably but one of 
many things we will see, the outcome 
of advancing understanding of the uni- 
verse in which we live. 


Reformation-Day Thoughts 


Sitting here at our typewriter, it 
has suddenly occurred to us that the 
critics of the Church are right when 
they say that it needs reforming. The 
Church does need a new Reformation, 
based on the same burning issues as 
the first, for the trends in theology 
have, of late, been towards a new Ro- 
manism. 


The Roman Catholic Church elevates 
what a man does over what he believes 
(Works over Faith). In Roman the- 
ology, one’s life counts for more than 
one’s creed: Charity is more important 
than Belief. One finds salvation 
through the practice of deeds associ- 
ated with love, rather than through the 
transforming power of the Holy Spirit, 
about Whom we learn in the Truth 
(Word) as we turn to Christ in Faith. 
The power of the Church to regenerate, 
in Roman theology, is a “power” which 
is supposed to reside, intrinsically, in 
the Church, to be given for deeds of 
Charity which work for the transforma- 
tion of lives through Godly behavior, 
or good works. 


The Reformation principle, on the 
other hand, elevates what a man believes 
over what he does (Faith over Works). 
In Protestant theology, one’s creed 
counts for more than one’s life: Be- 
lief is more important than Charity as 
the gateway to an experience of God. 
One finds salvation through a process 
which begins with Knowledge (learning 
about Christ) and which proceeds to 
Faith (believing in Christ) and which 
issues in Love after the Holy Spirit 
has done His work. Love is a fruit of 
Faith, an effect of godliness, a char- 
acteristic of the new life which comes 
to every person who meets Jesus Christ. 
But the Power of the Church is not the 
power of such a Fruit of Faith, how- 
ever great, but the power of the Holy 
Spirit Who, when appropriated by 
Faith, works Love and Fellowship and 
Service. 


We are not Romanists, we are Re- 
formed. 





Look Beyond 


There is no need to minimize the 
amazing achievements of science today. 
The recent launching of a space-station 


But we should not permit anything 
to cause us to lose our perspective. 
While man is discovering many things 
and making tremendous progress in 
harnessing natural laws and forces, it 
is God who created all things; it is 
God to whom man is ultimately respon- 
sible; it is God who is absolutely sov- 
ereign; and it is God who has the first 
and the last word. 


In Revelation 1:4 and 5 we read: 

. from Him which is, and which 
was, and which is to come ... Jesus 
Christ Who is the faithful Witness, and 
the first begotten of the dead, and the 
Prince of the kings of the earth. Unto 
Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His blood .. .” 


“e 
. 


The whole tendency of the world is 
to turn our attention and admiration 
to man and his achievements. The aim 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to 
turn the attention of man to the One 
who alone can cleanse and redeem, and 
make possible his eternal habitation 
with the Creator. 
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Humanism and the sinful pride which 
caters to humanism are so insidious, so 
ever-present, and so attractive that 
nothing short of the grace of God 
can deliver us from centering our in- 
terest and activities on the things which 
are temporal and passing, rather than 
on those things which are unseen and 
eternal. 


We would not detract from the amaz- 
ing achievements of those who are now 
breaking the space barrier (as man un- 
derstands it) and exploring hitherto 
uncharted parts of the universe. But 
while we give these men due honor and 
credit let us at the same time remem- 
ber the words of the Psalmist: 


“Whither shall I go from thy 
spirit? or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence? 

“If I ascend up into heaven, thou 
art there: if I make my bed in 
hell, behold, thou art there... 

“If I 
shall 


say, Surely the darkness 

cover me; even the night 
shall be light about me. 

“Yea, the darkness hideth not 
from thee; but the night shineth 
as the day... 

O God, and know 

my heart: try me and know my 

thoughts .. . 

the way everlasting’’. 


“Search me, 


, and lead me in 
(Ps. 139 
—excpt.) 





A Job Well Done 


Approximately 18 years ago Dr. John 
R. Richardson, pastor of the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, 
was asked to assume the responsibility 
of book review editor for the JOUR- 
NAL. 


Dr. Richardson has done an outstand- 
ing piece of work making it his prime 
objective to assist our readers in the 
selection of books which are helpful. 
He has been keenly aware of the fact 
that books are calculated to do great 
good, or harm, and he has sought to 
promote books which are loyal to the 
Christian faith and to expose those 
which promote error. To this end Dr. 
Richardson always used as his criterion 
the Protestant principle of authority— 
the Holy Scriptures. 


As should always be the case, Dr. 
Richardson has sought to review the 
book, not the author. While never 
claiming to be neutral in his views he 
has been remarkably objective in eval- 
uating each book and as a result has 
been eminently fair. 


Effective November 1st Dr. Richard- 
son is retiring as our official book re- 
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view editor but he has consented to 
continue to review some books as time 
will permit. He is relinquishing this 
responsibility because the multiplied 
duties of a downtown city church make 
it absolutely necessary. He will con- 
tinue as chairman of the Editorial 
Board of the JOURNAL and as a con- 
tributing Editor. 


Those of us who have been associated 
together in the work of the JOURNAL 


from its beginning owe a debt of deep 
gratitude to Dr. Richardson. He has 
been a tower of strength in a vitally 


important department of our work and | 
we are thankful that he will still share 


with our readers his valuable analyses 
of forthcoming books of importance. 


In the meantime we salute him for a 
job magnificently well done. 


—L. Nelson Bell 
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JABLE JALK 


The Shorter Catechism 


Some years ago at a Commencement 
at Austin College, I heard Dr. Homer 
Rainey, then the President of the Uni- 
versity of Texas, say: “I am not a 
Presbyterian but I owe a great deal 
to that Church. In my boyhood I was 
taught the Shorter Catechism and at 
one time I could repeat the whole of it 


verbatim. It taught me how to think. 
Not only so, but to think great 
thoughts.” 


Dr. A. J. Armstrong, head of the De- 
partment of English in Baylor Univer- 
sity, and well known as specialist in 
the life and works of Browning, often 
quoted the Shorter Catechism in his 
classes, and said that whenever he was 
troubled about any moral or spiritual 
matter, he always found settlement in 
the Shorter Catechism. 


Theo. M. Gribble, brother of Dr. 
Robt. F. Gribble, and teacher of the 
Men’s Bible Class, First Church, Waco: 
“I could not teach my class without the 
Shorter Catechism.” 


Mrs. Manton Hannah, a very success- 
ful Sunday School teacher and Depart- 


ment Superintendent in the First 
Church, Waco: “Learning the Shorter 
Catechism by heart builds truth, 


strength, and beauty into the soul and 
furnishes the best foundation for life 
here and hereafter.”’ 


Wonderful Book! Blessed Book! 


Many other testimonials from all 
walks of life could be added. But if 
the Shorter Catechism teaches men to 
think and to think great thoughts and 
become President of a State University; 
and if it enables great scholars to settle 
spiritual questions; and if it is essential 
to successful teaching of the Bible and 
the truths of Christianity, then it does 
seem that we should see that this little 
book is taught in every Sunday School 
and home and in all Seminaries and 
training schools and summer confer- 
ences — and that without delay, for the 
need certainly is great. We need to 
save the teen-agers and the old-agers, 
and we need College and University 
Professors and homes such as were the 
joy, strength and pride of old Scotland 
with her Cottar’s Saturday night: 
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“From scenes like these old Scotia’s 
grandeur springs 
That makes her loved at home and 
feared abroad.” 


Again, blessed book — the greatest 
schoolmaster. I have often said from 
the pulpit that if I could have only 
one book in addition to the Bible, I 
would unhesitatingly choose the Shorter 
Catechism. 


THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY 


The Shorter Catechism was written 
by the Westminster Assembly, author- 
ized by Parliament. The Assembly met 
in 1643 and was five years, six months 
and twenty-two days accomplishing its 
task. This body was composed of 140 
ministers, 10 peers, and 20 commoners. 
Their ages ranged from youth to old 
age, but all were scholars of finest 
ability and were known for their con- 
secration and prayerful lives. It has 
been said by many that no greater or 
more competent group could have been 
brought together, for all were picked 
men. And it took this Assembly all this 
time to write this little book — A con- 
densation of the Larger Catechism. 


In the Providence of God, I have 
lived the whole length of the life of 
our Presbyterian Church, U. S., except 
the first four years. I have been privi- 
leged to know many of the giants of our 
church who organized it and I was 
privileged to live in its fold when the 
Shorter Catechism was its Schoolmaster. 
For fifty years one could visit any 
church in our bounds and hear the 
same Gospel resounding with Bible quo- 
tations and those of the Shorter Cat- 
echism. Quotations from the Catechism 
always brought delight to the faces of 
those who knew it, and wonder to the 
faces of those who did not know it. It 
does the same thing yet. It compels 
attention. The poorest sermon becomes 
interesting when the Catechism is used. 


LOSS OF SPIRITUAL VITALITY 


Then something happened. There 
seemed to be a sort of cooling off 
throughout the land. Some people 
charge it to prosperity. Organization 
began to absorb the attention and en- 
ergies of the church. The old-time evan- 


gelism ceased with the death of Moody 
and Sankey, Sam Jones, Billy Sunday, 
Torrey, J. Wilbur Chapman, Frank 
Wright, and others. Formalism crept in. 
The pew began to complain about the 
lack of certainty, consolation and pas- 
sion. Criticism of all our doctrines was 
discussed in papers and magazines. The 
unconverted stopped attending church. 
Modernism and liberalism and other 
isms became popular subjects. 


The Shorter Catechism lost its voice. 
The Christian Observer alone kept those 
home fires burning with its annual 
honor roll of those who memorized it. 
May that light and fire never go out. 
Some of us believe that the Shorter 
Catechism can restore the losses. It 
created the best power plant our church 
ever had. History shows what influ- 
ence it has had in the centuries. It still 
possesses that power. Why not use it? 
I have never heard any objection to it 
other than, “it is too hard for children.” 


SUPPORT FROM THE PAST 


I am going to ask one of these giants 
of the first fifty years of our church 
to give the answer. That man is Dr. G. 
B. Strickler, one time pastor of Central 
Church, Atlanta, and Professor of The- 
ology, Union Theological Seminary. 
Speaking to the 250th Anniversary of 
the Westminster Assembly, when our 
Assembly met in Charlotte, N. C., 1897, 
he said, 


“This method of teaching (catecheti- 
cal) has the unqualified endorsement of 
the Church in all ages, especially her 
best ages, and it has been one of the 
most efficient agencies which God has 
made use of to secure those blessed re- 
sults by which the history of our church 
has been marked. This mode, better 
than any other, brings before the mind 
of the pupil the subject that is to be 
the matter of consideration. It brings 
you the subject in the form of a ques- 
tion. That question distinctly raises the 
point to be considered. It invites spe- 
cial attention to it. It fixes special at- 
tention on it and further questions 
keep the attention fixed on it until it has 
been fully explained and understood. 


“This method furnishes the best op- 
portunity for accurate instruction. 
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Nothing but the truth is of any value 
anywhere. Nothing but the truth is of 
any value in religion. Nothing but the 
truth can enlighten the mind. Nothing 
but the truth can awaken the con- 
science and purge it from dead works 
to serve the Living God. Nothing but 
the truth can exert a sanctifying in- 
fluence on the soul. What we need then 
is “the truth the whole truth and noth- 
ing but the truth.” Any admixture of 
error with the truth is as injurious to 
the soul as the admixture of poison with 
wholesome food to the body. 


“The catechetical method of teaching, 
it is evident, can secure this end much 
more perfectly than any other. The pub- 
lic discourse may give accurate instruc- 
tion, but it has no means of securing 
reception of the instruction. The con- 
sequence is that there are multitudes 
in our church who have been sitting 
under that kind of instruction for years 
and who yet could not accurately de- 
fine any subjects they have so often 
heard discussed. 


“It has been objected to these cat- 
echisms that it is difficult for young 
people to understand them. And that, 
no doubt, is true. But it is by no means 
impossible. Therefore, the only ques- 
tion is, are the truths which they con- 
tain worth the necessary effort to as- 
similate them? Human ability has never 
yet succeeded in stating them in any 
easier form. Unless our young people 
then master them in this form, they 
must remain ignorant of them . . 
Are we willing that our children shall 
never accurately know the great truths 
of religion? Not one in five hundred 
of our people, perhaps, learn them in 
later life. They must learn them then 
in early life or never. 


“It is necessary to our success as a 
denomination that our catechisms be in- 
telligently and faithfully taught. Our 
doctrines are constantly and bitterly as- 
sailed. In much of the literature of the 
day, especially that kind which, unfor- 
tunately, our children too much read, 
they are caricatured as severe, harsh, 
unreasonable, antiquated as belonging 
to a remote and ignorant past, as being 
entirely out of harmony with progress. 
Multitudes of our people do not know 
how to meet these assaults ... It is 
high time that this state of things be 
brought to an end. We should diligent- 
ly teach the doctrines of our Catechism 
because if faithfully inculcated, they 
will do in the future what they have so 
often done in the past. They have made 
great and good men and women; as 
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great and good as any with which God 
has blessed the human race. They have 
purified, elevated, and ennobled all the 
institutions of the world — the family, 
the state, and the church. What these 
doctrines have done for the past they 
may do for the future.” 


STUDY IN LOGIC, THEOLOGY 


The Catechism is the greatest study 
in logic. It shows how God thinks. He 
is the author of redemption, which is 
His greatest thought. Thinking after 
Him will instruct the mind in thinking 
the greatest thoughts and creating a 
passion for truth, and such thinking 
will always produce a sound mind (II 
Tim. 1:7). 


The Shorter Catechism is a study in 
Theology which is called the “Queen of 
Sciences.” We are the only creatures 
that are able to think with God, for we 
are made in the image of God. When 
we are studying about His Person and 
His Will we are on the highest ground 
and are being enlarged. I quote Charles 
Malik, President of the General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations: “The Chris- 
tian has no excuse whatever for being 
shallow. The Christian thinker must be 
the deepest thinker in the world.” 


There are 107 questions and answers 
in the Shorter Catechism. In these 
questions every vital doctrine in the 
Bible is considered and answered. You 
will find a clear definition of each 
subject with answers gathered from the 
When one has memorized all 
these questions he will have the essen- 
tial teaching or doctrine that he needs. 
Nothing in the plan of salvation is left 
out. What a blessing! He will be en- 
riched in the finest Biblical knowledge 
and supplied with assurance of faith 
in time of trouble. 


The needs of our time are pressing 
hard. There is woeful ignorance of the 
moral law. The majority of violations 
of law are done by those who are young; 
and this fact points to something wrong 
with the home. A District Judge told 
me that perjury is by far the most com- 
mon crime. There is a call for moral 


and spiritual education from many 
sources. This is our greatest need to- 
day. Catechetical instruction in the 


home and Sunday School are the home- 
base for such teaching. The greatest 
need today is not the conquering of 
space but the education of our moral 
and spiritual powers. We may have all 
of the degrees in the catalog of men- 
tality and yet not graduate the soul in 
the school of Redemption. 


Some years ago I asked the Prin- —, 
cipal of one of our schools to find out | 
how many of his pupils knew the Ten | 
Commandments. After some days tak- = 
ing the poll he told me that there were 
only seven out of as many hundreds, 
and that those seven were Jews! A 
Sunday School teacher in another 
church told me that he was teaching a 
Sunday School class of boys, age about 
twelve, and he wondered if I didn’t 
think it would be a good idea for him 
to teach the class the Ten Command- 
ments. Agreeing with him that it was 
a fine idea, he hesitatingly asked if I 
could suggest a book where he might 
find them. What a tremendous need of 
instruction! 


WHAT TO DO 


What can we do about the spiritual 
ignorance of our people? Let the Sem- 
inaries and the School of Christian Edu- 
cation and the summer conferences of- 
fer special courses in the Catechism. 
Let all the agencies of the church, the 
men of the church, the women of the 
church, and the young people make a 
special study of this book. Let every 
Sunday School have at least one class 
during the year. This would make up 
a mighty army and the whole church 
would be fortified, inspired, and effec- 
tive. As a helpful study aid I would 
recommend the finest I know on the 
Catechism: Paterson on Catechism. 


Who am I to make these suggestions? 
Just an old preacher who has made 
a long voyage and is almost in sight of 
the harbor and grateful for the voyage. 
His heart’s desire is for voyagers to 
have the right chart and compass and 
the only Pilot who guarantees a safe 
landing. 


* * * ” 


Dr. Caldwell is Pastor Emeritus of 
the First Church, Waco, Texas. 





EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN 
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL 


For non-academic boys of High 
School age, a Church-operated 
agricultural - vocational school. 
1.Q. down to 35 considered. Sports. 


Write Rev. R. C. Parkhill, Director, 
Rt. 3, Minden, La., for further in- 
formation. 














LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 8, 1959 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Supreme Allegianee To God (Temperance) 


Background Scripture: Acts 5:17-42 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 37:30-40 


In our Devotional Reading we have these words: 
“But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord: He 
is their strength (strong hold) in the time of trouble. 
And the Lord shall help them, and deliver them: He 
shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, 
because they trust in Him”. 


This promise was kept in those days of trouble for 
the disciples. In the closing section of our lesson for 
last Sunday we read that many signs and wonders were 
wrought among the people and that believers were 
added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women. 
They brought the sick into the streets, and laid them 
on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter 
passing by might overshadow some of them and 
they were healed every one. It was a time when miracles 
were needed as proof that these men came from God, 
and God responded by working these miracles. 


Those signs and wonders, however, instead of con- 
vincing their enemies, filled them with jealousy and 
wrath. We see the power of unbelief manifested in a 
most striking way in the hearts of the Sadducees — the 
same unbelief that met Jesus, and caused Him “to 
marvel at their unbelief’. It is a thing to make us 
marvel. They would not believe in spite of all that 
God did through the apostles. This unbelief, or hard- 
ness of heart, is the crowning sin of all sins: it is the 
sin which shut Israel in the wilderness out of Canaan, 
for “they could not enter in because of unbelief”. The 
writer of Hebrews warns us not to fall through the same 
unbelief. 


In Jerusalem their enemies laid hands on the apostles 
and put them in the common prison, but the angel of 
the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought 
them forth and said, “Go, stand and speak in the temple 
to the people all the words of this life.” But even this 
astounding miracle failed to move the Sadducees in 
their determination to silence them. They brought 
them before the council and said, “Did not we strictly 
command you not to teach in this name?” To which 
Peter and the other apostles answered and said, “We 
ought to obey God rather than men.” 


Some of their enemies were determined to slay the 
apostles but Gamaliel, a wise teacher, persuaded them 
not to do this. They beat them, however, and again 
commanded them not to speak in the Name of Jesus. 
They departed, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for His Name, and daily in the temple, 
and in every home they ceased not to teach and preach 


Jesus Christ. 
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I have gone over very briefly some of the facts of our 
lesson, so that we might see how God was protecting 
them and giving them power to work miracles and 
courage to face their enemies. 


There are two verses which we will use in bringing 
out some of the truths of our lesson in relation to our 
topic: Supreme Allegiance to God. The first one is 
the noble answer they made: We ought to obey God 
rather than men, and the second is part of verse 41: 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for His Name. From these two verses I wish to discuss, 
1. Why we should obey God rather than men, and 2. 
It will cost us suffering, but we should be glad to suffer 
for His sake. 


I. Why We Should Obey God Rather Than Men. 
Let us look at some very simple reasons: 


1. Men sometimes command us to do that which is 
wrong. These rulers of the Jews commanded the apostles 
not to teach or preach Jesus Christ. This was exactly 
what Christ had commanded them to do: “Go, preach 
the Gospel to the ends of the earth; Go, and be witnesses 
unto me in Jerusalem and in Judea and in Samaria 
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth”. 


Here were two conflicting commands. Jesus, their 
Lord and Master, commanded them to preach and teach: 
the Sadducees commanded them not to preach or teach. 
Which should they do? There was only one answer: 
“we must obey God rather than men.” It is not often, 
perhaps, that we are forced to do just what those men 
felt they were forced to do. Paul tells us to obey those 
who rule over us for civil powers are ordained of God. 
But Paul was not thinking of times when there is a 
conflict between what man says and what God says. 
He would be the first to tell us that in such times, our 
Supreme Allegiance is to God. 


Let us look at a couple of other instances. Nebuchad- 
nezzar set up a great image of gold and commanded all 
the people to bow down and worship the image 
when the music sounded. There were three Hebrews 
who disobeyed his command. They were thrown into 
the fiery furnace. But God delivered them from the 
flames. Those three men knew they must obey God and 
He had said, “you must not bow down to images.” 
We honor those men as Heroes of the Faith. 


The edict went forth that no one should pray to any- 
one but the king for thirty days. Daniel, three times a 
day with his windows open, continued to pray as he had 
been accustomed to pray. He was thrown into the den 
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of lions, but God shut the mouths of the lions and 
Daniel escaped unharmed. 


If time and space permitted we could add many more 
names to the noble list of those who, when they had 
to choose between God and man, chose to obey God 
rather than men. Sometimes men command us to do 
what is contrary to the will of God. When they do, 
then our duty is plain. 


2. God is Supreme Ruler of the Universe and so has 


the right to demand obedience to His commands. We 
have kings and presidents and dictators who rule over 
the nations. Citizens of a country are duty-bound to 
obey those in authority for otherwise there would be 
anarchy. But these rulers, themselves, are under the 
authority of God. He places them in their positions of 
power. Some of them recognize His authority, as the 
Queen of England, who, “by the grace of God” is queen. 
Some of these men do not recognize God. The fiery 
monarch, Nebuchadnezzar, did not, until God taught 
him a great lesson and then he acknowledged the God 
of Daniel to be the true God who did His will in heaven 
and on earth. It would be very wise for some of our 
modern dictators to learn this before it is too late. 


We certainly should obey The Supreme Ruler than 
the most exalted of men. We are to worship Him, and 
Him alone, as Jesus told Satan when he said, “All the 
kingdoms of earth will be yours, if you will fall down 
and worship me.” Jesus replied, “It is written, thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt 
thou serve. 


3. God is our Creator: We belong to Him. Since 
He made us He has the right to our obedience. When 
He made us He left us freedom of will. Our first parents 
being left to the freedom of their own will, fell from 
the estate wherein they were created, by sinning against 
God. We can choose to disobey, or we can choose to 
obey. By the right of creation, however, God owns our 
obedience. 


4. God is our Preserver: “I laid me down and slept: 
I awaked, for the Lord sustained me”. His work of 
Providence is His most holy, wise, and powerful, preserv- 
ing and governing all His creatures and all their actions. 
He opens His hand and satisfies the desires of every 
living creature. In him we live and move and have 
our being. Since His loving care is over us at all times 
we owe Him our allegiance. Our government demands 
obedience from its citizens because we are under its 
protection: our rulers look after our welfare. But far 
above and beyond our government is the Providence 
of God. Gratitude for His protection and loving care 
should lead us to obedience. 


5. God is our Redeemer: When man sinned, God 
made a Wonderful Plan by which he could be saved. It 
cost God the life and death of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
In return for His salvation by grace, we ought to obey 
Him. This is the best proof we can give of our love. 
“If ye love me, keep my commandments,” Jesus said to 
His disciples. If we say we love Him and keep not His 
commandments then we are disproving our love. 


6. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy 
Him forever. How can we glorify God? By loving Him 
and doing His commands. When we obey His revealed 
Will we glorify Him. His Will is contained in His Word. 
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There we find out what He would have us do and be 
and say. When we give our Supreme Allegiance to Him; 
when we cast down every idol throne and let Him 
reign, alone, then we glorify God. 


Let me sum up these reasons, and you can add others. 
We should obey God rather than men because men 
sometimes command us to do wrong. We must obey 
God rather than men, because He is Supreme Ruler, 
and all men, kings and princes as well as ordinary men, 
are under His authority. We ought to obey God rather 
than men because God made us, takes care of us, and 
has redeemed us, not with silver and gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ. We ought to obey God rather 
than men because we love Him and obedience is proof 
of our love. We ought to obey God rather than men, 
because this is our best way to glorify Him. 


II. Jt will cost us something, but we should rejoice 
that we are counted worthy to suffer shame for His 
Name. 


Christ suffered the shameful and painful death on 
the cross for us. He died for our sins. He was mocked 
and jeered and spit upon. None of us can ever suffer 
as He did. No one of us will (probably) be burned 
at the stake, or imprisoned, or ever laughed at because 
we confess His Name. People in other countries, how- 
ever, even in our day, are called upon to suffer for 
His Name’s sake. And even in our country persecution 
is not uncommon. I understand that if a Jew confesses 
Christ he is disowned by his family, and counted as 
being dead. 


It cost the three Hebrew young men something to 
obey God rather than men. It cost Daniel. It cost the 
early Christians. It may cost us something. But, what- 
ever the cost, let us rejoice that we are counted worthy 
to suffer shame for His Name. 


As a temperance application let me just add this 
word: Our country has gone wild over strong drink. 
A series of articles in the Charlotte Observer shows how 
drinking has become our “pet sin”. It is destroying our 
country. Somebody will have to suffer shame — be 
courageous enough — to fight this evil. Here is one 
place where we can suffer shame in order to rebuke the 
tremendous power of the liquor traffic. Will you? 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 8, 1959 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Love In The Household Of Faith 


Scripture: Galatians 3:22-29 and 6:6-10 
Suggested Hymns: 
“My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 
“My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 
“In Christ There Is No East Nor West” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

During the past ten or fifteen years there has been 
a growing interest among many Christians in what is 
known as the “ecumenical movement”. Some have be- 
come so excessively enthusiastic about the idea that their 
interest has become almost an obsession. A case in point 
is a certain church which was seeking a minister. On 
four consecutive Sundays four students from a near-by 
seminary came to preach with a view to being called 
as pastor of the church. Each of the students, in place 
of a sermon, read an essay on the “ecumenical move- 
ment”. Now a coincidence as this would not likely 
occur very often, but, needless to say, the people in that 
particular congregation felt that the students were in- 
terested in little else than the “ecumenical movement”. 


When a new idea comes along, or when an old idea 
is dressed in new terms, there is often the temptation to 
do one of two things: (1) to overemphasize it, or (2) to 
ignore it completely. We need to avoid the mistakes of 
treating ecumenism as if it were the whole of Christianity, 
on the one hand, and ignoring it completely, on the 
other. 


First Speaker: 

“Ecumenical” means “world-wide.” Ecumenism has 
been defined as the “household of faith’. It has to do 
with the unity that exists among Christians. It seems, 
sometimes, that many who are so enthused about the 
ecumenical idea are inclined to lay more stress on the 
“household” than on the “faith” which is really the 
unifying principle. Our oneness is not due to the fact 
that we are all human beings, but that we are human 
beings united to Jesus Christ. We are not so much 
concerned with the so-called “brotherhood of man” as 
we are with the brotherhood of Christians. 


If it is our spiritual union with Christ that really 
unites us to one another, how do we become united 
to Christ? We are united to Him by faith. (Read Ga- 
latians 2:20 and John 17:20-21). This thing we call 
faith is not some sentimental feeling of admiration 
which we have toward a long dead hero. Neither is it 
simply an appreciation of His wisdom or a dedication 
to certain principles of conduct. Real faith involves 
knowledge, conviction, and commitment. Faith requires 
a knowledge of what the Bible says about Christ: that 
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He is God, that His atoning death made satisfaction 
for sinners, that His resurrection guarantees our victory, 
that He lives and reigns today, and that He is coming 
again. Faith means believing what the Bible says 
about Christ. Most important, it means a personal com- 
mitment to Christ as Redeemer and Lord. When a 
person has faith in Christ in this way, he becomes ac- 
tually united to Christ, and he bears a special relation 
to all others who are so united to the same Christ. There 
can be no real unity until there is real faith. There is 
a great danger that the ecumenically-minded may have 
an inadequate idea of faith. 

Second Speaker: 


If it is true that all those who are united to Christ 
by faith bear a special relation to each other, what are 
the implications of that relationship? The Bible sums 
it up in one word, “love”. (Read I John 4:20-21 and 
5:1). The true ecumenical spirit is love . . . love for 
our brethren in Christ. The Bible says we are liars if 
we claim to love God without having love in our hearts 
for our Christian brothers. It is at this point that we 
have much to learn from the ecumenical idea. Love 
will insist on patience, kindness, concern and respect 
in dealings between Christians. Love will never be 
reconciled to injustice and ill will between Christians. 
Sometimes there are difficult conflicts, but where there 
is genuine love, a way will be found. 


Due to a sincere desire for unity some of the ecumeni- 
cally-minded are tempted to seek forced fellowship and 
compulsive conformity. Unity which comes by such 
means is only apparent unity. The only unity that will 
last and in which we can really rejoice is that which 
has its basis in the mind and heart. 

Third Speaker: 

Not only are Christians to love their brothers in 
Christ, but they have a definite responsibility toward 
those who are not believers. When Christ indicated 
that His people were to keep themselves separated from 
the world, He had reference to the ways of the world 

the ways of ungodliness. He was not saying that, 
as Christians, we can ignore unbelievers and wash our 
hands of any responsibility concerning them. (Read 
Galatians 6:10 and I Timothy 3:7). These passages 
teach us that we are to show kindness to unbelievers 
whenever we can, that we are responsible for witnessing 
to them by living a consistent Christian life. Unbe- 
lievers judge our Saviour by the kind of lives we live. 
(Read Matthew 5:16). 


Many of our missionaries have confessed with sorrow 
that much of their effectiveness is canceled by the un- 
becoming conduct of American servicemen and business- 
men abroad who claim to be Christians. After observing 
the lives of nominal Christians, the pagans say to our 
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missionaries, “If that is what it means 
why should I be one?” 


If we are, as we say, members 
of the “household of faith”, then let us always seek 


to be a Christian, 


Closing Prayer. 


to live in a way that will honor Him Who is the Head | 
of the house, even Jesus Christ. 





THE CHURCH AT HOME 


GREENBRIAR PRESBYTERY 


BEVERLY, W. Va. — The Stated 
Fall Meeting of Greenbriar Presbytery 
was held at Bluestone Conference Cen- 
ter near Hinton, Sept. 15. Presbytery 
elected Rev. J. G. Morrison of the Ron- 
cevert church, as its Moderator. Rev. 
W. Graham Wood, Jr., was re-elected 
Permanent Clerk for two years. 


The Rev. Troy D. Mullis was received 
from Lexington Presbytery to become 
pastor of the Philippi and Belington 
churches. The Rev. James R. Kennedy 
was dismissed to Kanawha Presbytery 
where he has accepted the call of the 
Village Chapel church of Charleston. 


Col. D. T. Moore, elder in the Old 
Stone church of Lewisburg was named 
Moderator in nomination for the Stated 
Winter Meeting, to be held in the Old 
Stone church Jan. 19, 1960. 


W. Graahm Wood 
Stated Clerk 





MISSIONARY NEWS BRIEFS 


ECUADOR: The Rev. and Mrs. Mil- 
len Darnell announce the birth of a 
daughter, Susanne Benson on August 
8, in Quito. Susanne is the Darnell’s 
first child. 


CONGO: The Rev. and Mrs. Camp- 
bell D. Wallace of our Congo Mission 
have arrived in this country for their 
regular furlough. They will make their 
home in Richmond, Va. during this fur- 
lough following their first term as mis- 
sionaries. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Vernon A. Ander- 
son have arrived in this country for 
their regular furlough. They will make 
their home in Bristol, Tenn., this year. 


WEST BRAZIL: A daughter, Amanda 
Jean, was born on August 27 in 
Campinas to the Rev. and Mrs. James 
L. Moss. They have one other child, 
Marcus Thomas, aged 2 i/2 years. 





— 


AUSTIN, Texas — Austin Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary began its 
57th year on Sept. 16 with 45 begin- 
ning students added to its rolls. 


PAGE 17 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / OCTOBER 21. 1959 


Incoming students this year are from 
12 states and from five denominations. 
Six students have enrolled in the Chris- 
tian education program. There are six 
foreign students enrolled, four of whom 
are Ecumenical Fellows. 


The total enrollment for the 1959-60 
fall semester will be 154. 


Joining the Austin Seminary faculty 
are Professors Earl C. Scott, J. Rod- 
man Williams, Prescott H. Williams, Jr., 
and Teaching Fellow Marvin Williams. 
Gerald H. Slusser will be the director 
of the Presbyterian Bible Chair at the 
University of Texas which is under 
Seminary supervision. 


Miss Lena Clausell will be visiting 
lecturer in Christian education this fall. 





RICHMOND, Va. — Presbyterian 
colleges will experiment this year with 
a project for sending faculty and ad- 
ministrative personnel to sister cam- 
puses for trading ideas to improve edu- 
cational techniques. The new program 
began with a six-man team of educators 
visiting Agnes Scott College in Decatur, 
Georgia October 19-22. 


Among other new educational ideas, 
the visitors will see how specifically 
qualified students are allowed to do 
some independent study in their major 
fields, and how they can study at a 
foreign institution for a year through 
the “junior year abroad” program. They 
will also see progress in the basic study 
program which emphasizes a compre- 
hensive approach to liberal education 
rather than department courses. 


Colleges participating in the experi- 
ment are Arkansas in Ark., Belhaven 
in Miss., Center in Ky., Davis & Elkins 
in W. Va., Davidson in N. C., Flora 
Macdonald in N. C., Florida Presby- 
terian in Fla., Hampden-Sydney in Va., 
King in Tenn., Mary Baldwin in Va., 
Presbyterian in S. C., Queens in N. C., 
Stillman in Ala., Westminster in Mo., 
Agnes Scott, Austin, and Southwestern. 





BIRMINGHAM, ALA. — (PN) — 
Shades Valley Presbyterian Church here 
was the scene of the 52nd annual meet- 
ing of the Women of the Church of the 


Synod of Alabama, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., early in October. : 


The three-day program was highlight- 
ed by addresses by Dr. Paul Tudor | 
Jones, pastor of Idlewild Presbyterian © 
Church, Memphis, Tenn., along the | 
theme of the meeting, “Understanding | 
the Bible.” ' 


Mrs. Philip Arello, synodical presi- 
dent, of Florence, Ala., presided. 





DALLAS, TEXAS — (PN)— Mr. E. ' 
A. Andrews, secretary of the Division 
of Men’s Work of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., was the main speaker at 
the annual Fall Rally of the Men of 
the Church of Northeast Texas Pres- 
bytery. 


Mr. Andrews spoke to men, gathered 
at Austin College in Sherman late in 
September, on the subject “My Witness 
to the World.” 





DECATUR, Ga. — Dr. Edward V. 
Ramage, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Birmingham, Alabama, 
delivered the principal address at for- 
mal exercises opening the new school 
year at Columbia Theological Seminary 
on September 17, 1959. An entering 
class of sixty-four men was formally 
matriculated as students of the semi- 
nary during this service by assuming 
the obligation required of them under 
the Plan of Government of the semi- 
nary. Eight other students were ac- 
cepted as candidates for degrees in Bib- 
lical Education. The facilities of the 
seminary are again taxed to capacity 
with an enrollment for the fall quarter 
of two hundred ten students and with 
indications that the total enrollment 
for the year will again be approxi- 
mately two hundred and fifty. 














New members of the faculty who 
were introduced at the opening exer- 
cises are Rev. Ludwig R. Dewitz, As- 
sistant Professor of Old T estament, 
Rev. David R. Moorefield, Instructor 
in Systematic Theology, and Rev. Luth- 
er Mundy, Assistant in New Testament. 
Dean Felix B. Gear of the Seminary 
is on sabbatic leave for the current 
school year. 











The Rev. Calvin Grier Davis, Th.D. 
D.D., (above), for 21 years pastor of 
the First Church, Asheville, N. C., was 
elected President of the Mountain Re- 
treat Association, and Montreat Col- 
lege, at a meeting of the combined 
Boards in Atlanta, October 6. 


A native of Wilmar, Ark., Dr. Davis 
was educated at Davidson College and 
Union Seminary. Before coming to 
Asheville, he held pastorates in Rich- 
mond, and Norfolk, Va. A leader in 
church affairs, Dr. Davis has served as 
trustee of various Presbyterian, U. S. 
institutions, including King College, 
Davidson College and Montreat; and as 
member of the Board of Annuities and 
Relief. 





DAVIDSON, N. C. — Davidson Col- 
lege announced the establishment of the 
Joseph Moore McConnell Scholarship 
program, Oct. 9. 


Designed to provide up to 10 four- 
year scholarships each year for entering 
students of “high leadership potential,” 
the program honors the memory of Dr. 
Joseph Moore McConnell who was a 
Davidson faculty member for 32 years. 
From 1928 until his death in 1935, Dr. 
McConnell served as Dean of the fac- 
ulty and was widely known as a dis- 
tinguished educator, civic leader, and 
churchman. He was a graduate of 
Davidson College and received the Ph.D. 
degree from the University of Vir- 
ginia. He was Moderator of the 1933 
North Carolina Synod and served as 
President of the N. C. Literary and His- 
torical Society. 


< a eT 





THE IMPUTATION OF ADAM’S 
SIN, by Prof. John Murray. Wm. B. 
Eerdman’s Co. 95 pp. $2.00. 


The appreciated Professor of The- 
ology at Westminster Seminary makes 
a curtailed case for the classic Protest- 
ant view of the imputation of Adaim’s 
sin, as he examines in detail the pas- 
sage, Romans 5:12-19. The study is 
brief, but intense; and copious foot- 
notes reveal an extended research. For 
obvious reasons, many footnotes are in 
Latin, which may prove “darkening 
counsel” to the majority of readers out- 
side the cloister. 


The style is that of a research paper 
and the various marks reveal a diligent 
search by an inquiring mind to make a 
treasure available for anyone who wills 
to dig for spiritual truth. The argu- 
ment commands respect for what the 
author has to say; and elicits wonder as 
to that which is unsaid. It is well done 
despite brevity; and a lot is said about 
a fragment of doctrine. 


This is due to the aim of the book: 
to provide an opposite opinion to a pre- 
valent error which is offered by pres- 
ent-day writers of a different theologi- 
cal viewpoint. The material was first 
used as a series of articles on “Paul’s 
Doctrine of Christ as the Second Adam.” 


Prof. Murray shows the relation ex- 
isting between “Adam sinned” and “all 
sinned’; how this relation was divinely 
instituted, and devolves upon all of 
Adam’s posterity; how this guilt is im- 
mediately imputed; and how man is 
thus totally depraved. The text is rigid- 
ly employed to provide a structure for 
his remarks. Viewed as an answer to 
false teaching, it is well done. This 
reviewer appreciates the testimony of 
the writer and would commend him for 
his diligence in preparing the work: 
and the book is commended to the read- 
er who desires to know something about 
imputation. 

George H. Kirker 
Raymond, Miss. 





Buy Your Books From 
THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
BOOK DEPARTMENT 
Weaverville, N. C. 








MINISTERS 


C. N. Morrison, from Richmond, Va., 
to 514 Maple St., Lawrenceville, Vir- 
ginia. 

William C. Brownson, Jr., from Lodi, 
New Jersey, to First Reformed 
Church, Chicago 28, IIl. 

Egbert G. Lineback, from Wanoca- 
Wayside Churches, Washington, N. 
C., to Pine Hills Presbyterian 
Church, Orlando, Florida. 

Fred F. Schell, from Black Mountain, 
N. C., to Delaware, New Jersey. 

John Preston Simmons, from Sa- 


vannah, Georgia, to Box 656, Alice- 
ville, Alabama. 


C. Edward Gammon, from Chatta- 
nooga, to the Fairlington Church, 
Alexandria, Va. 


Richard A. Braun, from Port Author, 
Texas, to Midland, Texas. 


G. Jarvis McMillan, from Richmond, 
Va., to Topeka, Kansas. 

H. Bovard Cox, III, from Farming- 
ton, Mo., to Hannibal, Mo. 

George Merrin, from Alexandria City, 
Ala., to Tacoma, Washington. 


E. M. Shepard, from Milford, Texas, 
to Richardson, Texas. 


Sherwood McKee has become asso- 
ciate pastor of the Casa Linda church 
of Dallas, Tex. 


Eugene Witherspoon, from Andrews, 
N. C., to Statesville, N. C., First 
Church chapel. 


Albert E. Simmons, from Waterford, 


Va., to the Ben Hill church, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

MISSIONARIES 
Dr. and Mrs. C. B. White, from 


Montreat, N. C., to U.S.P.H., Indian 
Hospital, Rapid City, S. D. 


Mrs. Robert R. King, from Wilkes- 
boro, N. C., to 138 Blowing Rock 
Road, Boone, N. C. 


DEATHS 


Walter Robertson Taylor, son of H. 
Kerr Taylor, died of a fall, Oct. 8, 
1959, in Charlottesville, Va., at the 
home of a brother, the Rev. Alfred 
G. Taylor. 
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LETTERS 


Sir: 

I have read the JOURNAL off and 
on for the past ten years or more, and 
can truthfully state that I have never 
read any church paper (I have read 
many) which is more contrary to what 
I have been taught to be Christian. 
Probably I ought to write “teachings 
of Jesus” rather than “Christian”. In- 
stead of Charity there is belligerency, 
instead of unity there is division. There 
is nothing that I have ever read in its 
editorials that could be remotely in 
harmony with any of the teachings of 
the Sermon on the Mount. If so, I 
have failed to see it. The editorial at- 
titude toward China and Russia is ut- 
terly unrealistic. The attitude toward 
so-called heretics, of whom I am one, 
is that of John Calvin or Torque- 
mada... 


Doubtless you are a follower of St. 
Paul, which I am not, but Paul writes 
that Charity is greater than Faith, yet 
the JOURNAL, along with John Cal- 
vin, puts faith first, and as far as I 
have been able to observe, leaves Char- 
ity out altogether. 


I have talked to many friends in 
Montreat, Richmond, and other places, 
both ministers and laymen, and with 
few exceptions their sentiments are the 
same as mine. Many of your supporters 
are men of means so I have been told, 
and, like the Pharisees of old are the 
ultra-orthodox. Certainly the Pharisees 
would approve of the S.P.J.... 


I do want you to know that there 
are very many who would welcome a 
spirit of love and fellowship as shown 
by Quakers or Unitarians, in the Pres- 
byterian Church, instead of the bitter, 
controversial, narrow-minded attitude 
so often readable between the lines. 

Name Withheld 


Except for the suggestions of “bitter- 
ness” and lack of “charity,” from which 
we would pray the Lord to deliver us, 
we must plead guilty to most of the 
charges. Matt. 10:32-36—Ed. 





Sir: 


I attended a class on teaching primary 
children in a training school in Knox- 
ville recently. The instructor advised 
me that we were not supposed to teach 
the Catechism to children any longer, 
that it is to be left up to the parents 
to teach it, and also that the General 
Assembly no longer recognized the 
teaching of the Catechism to primary 
children. 


I would like to have some information 
and advice on this matter. 
Edna Bellamy 
Concord, Tenn. 


We knew that “content,” in the form 
of Catechism for children and Scripture 
in evangelism was unofficially being 
disapproved here and there. We were 
not aware that it had become official. 


—Editor 





Sir: 


Keep up your fine work! It is al- 
ways encouraging when the clergy see 
aright, and it is always SAD when they 
lead men and women down the wrong 
road. 


I am an Episcopalian, but have good 
Presbyterian friends. 
Mary Bosworth 
Houston, Texas 





Sir: 

For many years I have been receiving 
the JOURNAL and have had great sat- 
isfaction in the firm and unyielding 
stand you have taken on the basic 
truths of God’s Word; and have come 
to depend upon Bro. Parker’s Sunday 
School lessons. Enclosed is a small check 
to apply on the debt I owe you. 

Mrs. A. A. McFadyen 
Morganton, N. C. 


Unsolicited gifts are, to us, the great- 
est encouragement—Ed. 





Sir: 


A suggestion for topics for the 1960 
meeting of JOURNAL supporters: a 
message on “The Reformed Doctrine 
of Adoption” would be excellent and 
certainly a strong emphasis on “The 
Biblical (or Reformed) Doctrine of 
Predestination” would be most timely. 

J. Julius Scott, Jr. 
Brandon, Miss. 


We will pass the suggestions along. 


—Ed. 





Sir: 


You will be glad to hear that Norman 
Cocke of Charlotte has received the 
most letters in the DIXIE BUSINESS 
14th Annual Poll and is to be named 
the “Man of the South for 1959”. 


The North Carolina Citizens Associa- 
tion in March gave him its Distinguished 
Citizenship Award. Davidson College 
in 1958 gave him the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Laws. 

Hubert Lee 
Decatur, Ga. 


Sir: 


May you increase in strength and 
grace to continue your noble work. 
Bell McWilliams 
Memphis, Tenn. 





Sir: 


Having had several inquiries for 
information about our former pastor, 
the Rev. R. E. McCaskill, Sr., we be- 
lieve the following information would 
be of interest to JOURNAL readers: 


The McCaskills are now living in 
Havana, Florida, having moved from 
Cairo during August. Mr. McCaskill 
suffered a heart attack in May. After 
a convalescence of several weeks it was 
hoped that he could again assume his 
duties as pastor of the Cairo church, 
but upon advice of his physician, he 
decided that it would be unwise for 
the church to be so long without ac- 
tive leadership, so he resigned effec- 
tive August 31. 


It was with deepest regret that the 
congregation concurred with him in 
his request, and then only because it 
was believed to be for his best in- 
terests. 


Although his pastorate with us was 
very brief, he having moved from 
Gretna, Fla., to Cairo on December 
lst, we feel that his ministry has been 
a rich blessing to our church and to 
our town. He rapidly won the esteem 
and affection of all who knew him, 
which led to a spirit of cooperation 
and harmony among the church mem- 
bers, and it was a joy to work with 
him. We are grateful to God for hav- 
ing led him to us, even for a short 
while. 


We are happy to report that he ap- 
pears to be making fine progress to- 
wards full recevery. 

Allen Ward, 

Clerk of Session 
Cairo Presbyterian 
Church 





Sir: 


Thanks for my sample copy of the 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL. It is 
wonderful! Far above the average 
Presbyterian publication . . . Enclosed 
is my subscription. 

Mrs. N. T. Yancey 
Forest Park, Ga. 





“Good works do not precede Justifi- 
cation, but they most certainly follow 
from it.” 


— Augustine of Hippo—dth C. 
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that will Surprise You! 


E Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses 


Gives Desired Information More Quickly 
















55 FEATURES... 
7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE= 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 











Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the ever seen. I recommend it most highly to every Bible 








Supreme Court of Florida: ‘“‘The inscription over the student." Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I have never seen 

entrance of the Library of the Florida State ‘College any other volume that contained as many practical 

wns for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: helps for the beginner, or the advanced student of 

Keke? ‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to the Scriptures. I feel that no student should be 

Mo ; ee Find Knowledge.’ without this splendid aid to study and instruction.” 
did he New Chain Reference Bible is the ‘Where’ to Dr. Leander 8S. Keyser: ‘‘The New Chain Reference 

































er f P find the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most Bible is a treasure house of useful information. 
neip fu} complete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. Surely, this is the Bible that ought to be in every 
; . For the past two years I have used the New Chain home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: “I have carefully 


Bible . all.” Dr. 
Published 


different 


Reference Bible and I have found it the best of them 
Henry B. Dendy: 
ence Bible, Third Improved Edition, has been a great 
joy and help to me. This is the most helpful refer- 
ence Bible I 
constantly 
J. Williamson: 
editions of the Bible, but for quick refer- 
ence and for complete help on Bible study, the New 
Chain Reference 


“The New Chain Refer- 


The Late Dr. C. 
“I have bought and still own many 


Bible is the most satisfactory I have 


compared the 
Chain Reference Bible with every special Bible being 
sold today, 
real practical helps. The more I use it, the more I 
have ever seen. I have used this Bible value i 
as my main study Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: 
favor by 
could 


Third Improved Edition of the New 
and I find that it surpasses them all for 
It is indeed a marvel of Bible analysis.” 


“You will do any man a great 
putting this Bible in his hands. I wish I 


influence every Christian to purchase one of 
these Bibles.”’ 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


BS Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 


e. 

2. The Outline Studies of Bible Periods, comparing Bib- 
lical History with Contemporary Secular History. 

3. The Analysis of the Bible as a Whole. 

4. The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 

5. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 

6. The Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 

7. The Numerical and Chain Reference Systems. 

8. Special Analysis of the Important Bible Characters. 

9. Contrast between the Old and New Testaments. 

10. The Topical Treasury. New Topics for Prayer Meet- 
ings, Men's Meetings, Women's Meetings, Missionary Meet- 
ings, Young People’s Meetings, etc. 

11. Special Bible Readings for private devotions and pub- 
lic services. New and different subjects. 

12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 

13. Special Portraits of Jesus. 

14. Chart of the Messianic Stars. 

15. Chart showing cause of the Babylonian Captivity. 

16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. 

17. Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross. 

18. The Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 
winners. 

19. All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, listing the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History, Courageous 

ormers, ete., with meaning of their names given. 

20. Golden Chapters of the Bible. 

21. A Complete General Index of over seven thousand 
topics, names and places 
a Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 

23. Chart Showing Seven Editions of Divine Law. 


you to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
Life, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 
jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, ete. 

33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo- 
tional Life, The Surrendered Life, ete 

34. Bible Stories for Children. A list of 56 stories to be 
read from the Bible itself. 

35. Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed 
§n Chronological Order, 

36. Parables of the "bid Testament. Parables of the New 
Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, and those given in Three. 

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Father; and of Satan. 

38. General Bible Prophecies. 

39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible. 

40. List of Judges of Israel and Judah given in’"Chronolog- 
ical Order. 

41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 

42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 
Scenes of Great Events. 

43. Dictionary Material. 

44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles. 

47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 
Gospels where events are given. 

48. Calendar of the Christian Era. 

49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, illus- 
trated with well- known paintings 

= Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 
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The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 


buy any Bible—or you may regret 


it as others have. Ask your pastor 

about it. No other Bible is so high- 

ly praised by so many renowned 
Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 


big FREE 


descriptive 


BOOK 
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